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Dear Travelers,

Following recent headlines regarding Ebola in Central Africa, we would like to share some important context and

reassurance regarding travel to the Republic of the Congo.

The Two Congos : a Key Distinction
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International media reports often refer simply to “Congo,” without distinguishing between two separate countries:

The Republic of the Congo (Congo-Brazzaville) — your destination, peaceful and stable

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC / Congo-Kinshasa)

The current outbreak concerns the northeastern part of the DRC, not the Republic of the Congo.

A localized situation, far from our Expeditions Area

The outbreak is located in northeastern DRC, near the borders with Uganda and Rwanda — more than 2,000 km away

from our operational areas in the Republic of the Congo.

Our expedition routes, lodges, and access points are entirely unaffected.

Why Do Outbreaks Recur in DRC?

Eastern DRC has unfortunately experienced recurrent outbreaks over the years due to a very specific regional context

linked to ongoing humanitarian and security challenges.

Conflict, population displacement, and limited healthcare infrastructure make disease control more difficult in this

region.

In addition, scientific studies have shown that the forests of eastern DRC host important populations of natural animal

reservoirs associated with the Ebola virus, particularly fruit bats. Combined with large and highly connected urban and

mining hubs, this creates conditions where outbreaks periodically reappear in the region.

It is also important to note that outbreaks recorded in this region since 2005 have remained geographically contained

and have not affected the Republic of the Congo. 

Understanding the WHO Alert Level



The WHO’s declaration of a global alert is primarily a coordination mechanism rather than an indicator of international

spread. It is used to mobilize attention, funding, and technical support to strengthen response capacity in affected

regions, particularly where surveillance and access are constrained.

Congo Brazzaville : A Very Different Context

The Republic of Congo benefits from very different conditions:

political and social stability

low population density

limited and controlled population flows

The country has also developed reinforced surveillance systems based on lessons learned from previous regional

outbreak.

Its controlled borders and limited population movements allow these preventive barriers to remain particularly

effective.

Remote areas such as the Alima River remain naturally isolated from densely populated transit corridors.

In addition, since 2005, both Gabon and the Republic of the Congo have implemented reinforced One Health surveillance

systems, including monitoring unusual wildlife mortality events as an early warning indicator for zoonotic

diseases. Local guides and park teams are regularly sensitized to these protocols, and no Ebola outbreak has occurred

in either country since these reinforced measures were introduced.
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A peaceful and remote village on the Alima river

Our local teams remain in regular contact with regional authorities and partners, and we continue to monitor the situation

closely.

We look forward to welcoming you on board soon,

The Expeditions Ducret Team

QUESTIONS ? CLICK HERE TO CONTACT US
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OUR STORY

 

Founded by explorer and

entrepreneur Nicolas Ducret, our

expeditions are born from a

deep love for wild places and a

bold vision: opening access to

the Congo Basin through

responsible, meaningful travel.



Read more

WILDLIFE

EXTENSIONS

Enhance your cruise with tailor-

made extensions focused on

rare and unforgettable wildlife

encounters — from tracking

gorillas and bonobos to

observing forest elephants in

secluded clearings



Our extensions

CONSERVATION

 

We believe exploration should

go hand in hand with

preservation. Each journey

contributes to local initiatives

that protect biodiversity and

support community-led

conservation efforts.
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